CALEB NEWTON TURNER – 16

Caleb Newton Turner was born March 29, 1862 in Lafayette, Chambers county, Alabama to Reuben M. Turner and Martha M. Hall. He was their third child. His brother, Joseph, was born May 12, 1855 and his sister, Mary Ann, was born in 1858. Caleb was only six months old when his Father left for the Civil War. His Father died of wounds from the ‘Battle of Fussell’s Mill’ in Richmond, Virginia. Caleb’s mother took her children to live near her parents. 

In the 1850 Census, we find Caleb, his Mother, Martha and sister, Mary Ann in their own household. Caleb was 7 and Mary Ann 9 years old. Their brother, Joe was living in the household of Caleb Hall, Martha’s parents. Their houses were next door to each other. From what I could learn Joe and Caleb were never close and went their separate way, with very little contact for the rest of their lives. However, both migrated to Texas and both died about the same time.  The older family members didn’t know when Joe died. I just found this out in my research. 
Caleb’s mother stayed a widow until he was 16 years old. He was soon on his own to make a living for himself. When he was twenty-one he married Mattie Swint, but she died after about a year and a half, and he did not marry again until he met Virginia Lee Perryman.  They married January 7, 1886 at the Perryman’s home. To this marriage were born eleven children. They were: Mattie Odessa b. Nov. 18, 1886, Etta Mae b. July 19, 1888, Beulah Lee b. Feb. 9, 1890, Willie Blake b. Sept. 20, 1891, Jess Newton b. Apr. 13, 1893, all born in Alabama.  Marvin James b. Apr. 1, 1895, Harman Grady b. May 25 1897, Olen Cecil b. Mar. 16, 1900, Walter Percy b. Jul. 13, 1902, Lola Oera b. July 28, 1904, all born in Parker Co. Tx and Velma Inez b. July 25, 1908, in Palo Pinto Co, Tx

When their first child, Odessa was born, they lived in, what she referred to as a one-room log hut in Alabama.  They had to cook on the fireplace and only had a bed, table and some chairs. When Odessa was 3, Caleb built two bedrooms with a hall between, about 20’ in front of the log hut. The log hut was used for a kitchen. He built a new fireplace in one of the bedrooms, caring the rocks up a ladder to build the chimney.

In 1893 Caleb brought his family from Five Points, Alabama to Mineral Wells, Texas. He had developed stomach trouble and came to Mineral Wells to drink the mineral waters. At that time they had five children, with their youngest one, Jess, only six months old. They came by rail in two cattle cars. They lived in one of the cars and had their livestock and possessions in the other. According to Odessa it took them 3 days and 3 nights. They road the boxcars to the Mississippi River and the cars were put on the barge and barged across. Then they were put back on the railroad track and they came to Mineral Wells. 
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The Weatherford, Mineral Wells &
Northwestern Railway was com-
pleted to Mineral Wells December 16,
1890 and commenced running regular
passenger trains on January 1, 1891
This was a day of great rejoicing in
Mineral Wells and forever did away
with the rough, tedious, eight mile
stage ride from Millsap, formerly the
best way of reaching here. The road
was well built and equipped and
equal of any in the state, according to
Cutter’s Guide to Mineral Wells,
Texas. The service between
Weatherford and Mineral Wells was

first class and the two regular

passenger trains each way carried
tourists and health seekers to and
from the health resort every day in
the year. A close connection was
made with the T & P railroad at
Weatherford. That's the way it was in
1893.




Caleb had bought a farm in Parker County, close to Dennis, Texas, but could not take possession immediately, so lived in a small house in Mineral Wells for a about six weeks. They had to buy all of their water for drinking, washing, etc. The water cost $1.25 a barrel.

In Parker County he farmed. In 1984 his Mother and Stepfather, D. R. Millican came to Texas. Caleb deeded 30 acres of his property to them to farm. Millican died in 1895 and Caleb’s Mother moved in with 
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Caleb’s family and lived with them the rest of her life. In  1901 she deeded her 30 acres back to Caleb and he sold it. When I was researching the records, I found that she made and ‘X’ for her signature. Evidently she did not read nor write. 

Jess Jr. says that they had land in Parker County, near Dennis, for some time after they moved to Palo Pinto County, because he can remember them talking about going down there where they made crops and had a syrup mill. These records need to be researched in Parker County. 

In 1904 Caleb bought some land east of Mineral Wells (Sturdivant area) and ran a dairy, along with his farming. The family ran this dairy until about 1916. They furnished milk and butter to all the boarding houses and cafes of Mineral Wells. The children attended the Sturdivant elementary school and Mineral Wells high school.  According to Jess, Sr., the routine on the dairy was for the boys to get up about 4 to do the milking. The girls got up and made breakfast and took care of the milk and got it ready for delivery. 
Caleb delivered milk, drawn by two horses, to hotels and cafes in Mineral Wells 

When Blake and Jess got to high school age, they ran the milk wagon. After they finished their deliveries, they put their horses in a stable back of the old Rock School house and went to school. After school, they went home and milked again. This milk was used to make butter to be delivered on their route. The butter was made in a large churn. It was eight feet long made of Cypress wood, tongue and groove, with a door that opened to be filled and empted. There were paddles inside that could be removed for cleaning. A one-cycle gasoline engine turned it. It had no crankcase, and grease cups lubricated all moving parts. (description furnished by Jess, Jr.)
About 1916, Caleb bought some property in Graford, Texas and a 1/3 interest in the Keechi Telephone Co. from C. E. Turner. The company name was changed to ‘Turner and Turner Telephone Co.” Sometime later Caleb became the sole owner of the company. Some more research needs to made to find all of these documents. I have the one on the 1/3 interest he bought from C.E. Turner. 
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TURNER FAMILY 1924

BR: John Edmondson, Clarence Lacy, Grady, Olen, Forest Garrett, & Marvin

MR: Blake, Maude, Margie Edmondson, Opal Lacy, Velma, Juanita Edmondson,           

        Lola, Geraldine Lacy, John Reece Edmondson, Oleta, Bessie Louise, Spray, 

        Charles & Laura

FR: Juan, Turner Lacy, Odessa, Glen Lacy, W.C.Lacy, Dad Turner, Mother            

      Turner, Jeanette Edmondson, Etta, Bernice Edmondson, Beulah, Eloise  

      Garrett, Jess & Jess Jr.

In searching the Palo Pinto courthouse records, I found that he bought quite a bit of property in and around Graford. He built a two story building in Graford. One side on the lower floor was a market. The other side was a furniture store, upstairs was the telephone office and switchboard. He rented out other rooms on the top floor (from Velma Turner’s letter). He stayed in the telephone business until 1924 when he sold the different exchanges to three of his sons. Jess got the Palo Pinto exchange, Grady, the Graford exchange and Percy, the Perrin exchange. (These records need to be checked out at the Palo Pinto County courthouse and possibly Jack County)

In 1929, at the age pf sixty-seven, Caleb was helping roof a house. He fell off the roof and died from his injuries August 26, 1929.
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The oldest son, Blake, died at the age of 24. He was living in Arizona and doing irrigation farming. He dove into an irrigation ditch and broke his neck. They brought him back to Weatherford on the train and he died several days later in the Weatherford Hospital.  He is buried in the ‘Old Greenwood Cemetery’ in his wife’s family plot (The Fox Family).
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We had some family reunions at our place on Possum Kingdom Lake during the sixties. Below are some pictures from these reunions.
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                  Marriage Certificate of C.N.Turner and M.J.Swint


            Marriage Certificate for C. N. Turner and V. L. Perryman
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                                 A 1926 telephone bill

[image: image5.jpg]DEATH CERTIFICATE OF CALEB NEWTON TURNER.

RECORDED IN Vol 1, Certificate No. 21 of the F

Certificate No. 21
Date Filed: oct. 165 1929
Place of Death: Mineral Wells Tex
Full Name of Deceased: Caleb Newton Turner
Sex: Male
Race or Color: White
Single or Married: Married
Name of Father: Reuben Turner
ypalrdi
Maiden Name of Mother: Martha -Ann Hall
Doite ©f Death: Aug. 26, 1929
Name of Physician :A.J.Evans
Address: Mineral Wells Texas

Place of Burial,Name of Cemetery: Elmwood

Date of Burial: Aug 29,1929




By Mary Turner

2005
This article. published in the Mineral Wells Index, Feb. 17, 1985, caught my eye because 1893 is the year that the Turner Family came to Mineral Wells.





     Father                  Mother


              C.N.TURNER


  Mar. 29, 1962 – Aug. 26, 1929





    VIRGINIA LEE  His Wife


   July 31, 1865 – Apr. 26, 1957





Turner Family 1897: Etta, Odessa, Beulah, Dad Turner holding Marvin, Mother Turner holding Grady, Blake and Jess down in front.





Surviving Turner Children in 1963:


BR: Grady, Jess, Marvin, Olen & Velma


FR: Lola, Etta, Odessa, & Beulah





         Beulah’s Family 1965


 Patsy Pettit,Vernon Pettit, Mickey Pettit, Beulah, and Forest Garrett





Etta’s Family 1965: Norma Porter, Norman Porter, Etta, Tommy Porter, Gary Porter and Doug Porter





           Grady’s Family


 BR: Don Smith, Craig Smith, Ann, Tommy Smith


FR: Susie Smith, Grady & Oleta





Percy & George Turner


Roy & Lola Chandler








             Marvin’s Family


BR: Darrell Lance, Bessie Louise, Roy Chandler, Gail, & Robert Reid


FR: Anita Lance, Marvin, Spray & Craig Browning





BR: Velma & Herman Williams


FR: Mary, Ruth & Olen Turner





            Velma’s Family


Herman, Mary, Velma, John Robert and Marlys





          Jess Turner, Sr. Family 


Standing-Mary, Jess Jr, Jess Sr, Laura, Charles, Dorothy, Harold Dean, Dell, 


In Front-Laura Jo, Cindy, Pat


In laps- Melissa , Dean
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